
anthertown, located east of the town of 
Cashiers in western North Carolina, is a 

6,295-acre protected backcountry area in 
the Nantahala National Forest.

Often called “the Yosemite of the East”, Panthertown 
Valley is a popular destination for outdoor enthusiasts 
who enjoy hiking, fishing, rock climbing, horseback 
riding, mountain biking, birding, camping, swimming 
and more in a primitive backcountry setting.

Spectacular natural features include massive 
mountains, sheer granite cliffs, cascading waterfalls, 
trout streams, tannin-stained rivers, rare high-
elevation bogs, native plants, wildlife, and a network 
of trails and old logging roads. 

The valley is also filled 
with rare, protected and 
sensitive species of plants 
and wildlife. 

Friends of Panthertown 
protects this special 
place.

     About
 PANTHERTOWN 

VALLEY

About the
 FRIENDS OF PANTHERTOWN

Friends of Panthertown, Inc. is the only organization 
dedicated to protecting and maintaining Panthertown 
Valley. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit, all membership 
contributions and donations are tax-deductible. We 

work in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service to protect 
and maintain this magnificent wilderness for all to enjoy.

We provide funding and labor for much-needed 
conservation projects, and our volunteers have worked 
thousands of hours over the last five years to maintain and 
improve the almost thirty miles of officially recognized 
trails in the valley. 

We also engage the public in forest stewardship efforts 
and Leave No Trace principles. 

Friends of Panthertown relies on membership donations 
and grants to fund our conservation efforts and help 
protect backcountry recreational opportunities in 
Panthertown Valley. If you enjoy visiting Panthertown 
Valley, we hope you will decide to BECOME A MEMBER, 

TODAY!

Recommended Resources

As a backcountry area of the Nantahala National 
Forest, Panthertown Valley is a protected, natural, 
wild place. There are no trashcans, toilets or water 
faucets available in Panthertown. Backcountry rules 

apply. Carry out your trash and practice the Leave No 
Trace principles of outdoor ethics.

Friends of Panthertown worked in partnership with the U.S. 
Forest Service to install trail markers to designate the official 
Panthertown Trail System. However, it is still easy to get lost. 
Use common sense and carry a map and compass with you. 
Panthertown is an incredible place to experience.

GUIDES/MAPS
Burt Kornegay’s “Guide’s Guide to Panthertown”
U.S. Forest Service map of Panthertown Trail System

CONTACTS
United States Forest Service, Nantahala Ranger District 
90 Sloan Road, Franklin, NC 28734 • (828) 524-6441
www.fs.usda.gov  (search for Nantahala National Forest)

Friends of Panthertown, Inc.
P.O. Box 51, Cashiers, NC 28717 • (828) 269-HIKE (4453)
www.panthertown.org, where you can:
• Join the Friends of Panthertown e-Newsletter mailing list
• Download a free USFS map of Panthertown Valley
• View recommended hikes, photos and seasonal updates
• Leave your comments on our interactive blog
• Make a secure online membership donation

www.facebook.com/Panthertown
www.twitter.com/Panthertown_NC



Name:

Address:

City:

State:       Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

     Add me to your email list

This is a:      Memorial      Honorary gift 

If so, name (optional):

     I wish to remain anonymous
     Please send more information ...

     I want to volunteer!
      Contact me about including the Friends of    
     Panthertown as part of estate planning

Schoolhouse Falls (student)    $25
Panthertown Creek Falls 
(individual)            $35
Warden’s Falls (family)        $50
Granny Burrell Falls  $100+
Frolictown Falls                    $250+

Wilderness Falls                        $500+
Greenland Creek Falls   $1,000+
Other     $

       Please have someone contact    
         me personally.

Milestones

ince 2007, the Friends of Panthertown have 
contributed over 4,500 volunteer hours maintaining 
and improving the official Panthertown Trail System. 
Our forest volunteers work to conserve and protect this 

outstanding natural resource while improving the quality and 
experience of recreational opportunities in Panthertown Valley.
  

In 2008, Friends of Panthertown worked with the U.S. Forest 
Service to create a sustainable trail system for Panthertown 
Valley. The Panthertown Trail System features almost 30 
miles of officially recognized trails, each with its own trail 
designation for use by hikers, mountain bikers, equestrians, 
and multi-use.

In 2009, at the request of the U.S. Forest Service, our 
organization funded and installed trailhead bulletin boards 
and trail markers that indicated USFS trails and their 
designations in Panthertown.

In 2011, Friends of Panthertown, Inc. was recognized by the 
IRS as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Friends of Panthertown has provided volunteers and funding 
for many much-needed conservation projects in the valley with 
the help of generous contributions from our membership. We 
hope you will decide to JOIN US, TODAY!

Panthertown Valley is designated as a Blue Ridge National 
Heritage Area and was recognized by The Wilderness Society 
as a North Carolina Mountain Treasure Area.

PROTEcTINg AND mAINTAININg Panthertown Valley
The mission of the Friends of Panthertown is to work in partnership with the U.S. Forest 
Service to conserve this outstanding natural resource while improving the quality and 
experience of recreational opportunities in Panthertown Valley.

We’re working on your behalf to protect Panthertown Valley, but we need your support!

The Benefits OF jOININg US AS A FRIEND OF PANTHERTOWN

• Membership letter to document your tax-deductable contribution. 

• Membership decal to show off your love for Panthertown Valley.

• A sense of pride in helping to protect this very special place.

• Be a part of our conservation efforts in Panthertown Valley.

• E-newsletter keeping you up-to-date with latest Panthertown news.

• Invitations to Panthertown special events, guided hikes, picnics. 

• Access to online resources, including maps and more.

• Exclusive affiliate discounts at participating local merchants.

Visit us at www.panthertown.org for more membership benefit details!

 

Membership Form  Please print clearly.

Mail to: Friends of Panthertown, Inc.
P.O. Box 51, Cashiers, NC 28717

Individual and Family Membership Levels

Your generous tax-deductible gift will go a long way 
towards protecting this special place.

Make a secure credit card donation at www.panthertown.org

Friends of Panthertown, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. Donations are tax-deductible.

Our Federal Tax ID # is 27-3758868


